PYGMALION AND THE STATUE.

PROM THE TENTH BOOK OF

OVID'S METAMORPHOSES.

The Propcetides^jfor their impudent behaviour, being turned into
stone by Venus, Pygmalion, Prince of Cyprus, detested all
women for their sake, and resolved never to marry. He falls
in love with a statue of his own making, which is changed
into a maid, whom he marries. One of his descendants is
CinyraSy the father of Myrrha; the daughter incestuously
loves her own father, for which she is changed into a tree5
which bears her name. These two stories immediately follow
each other., and are admirably well connected.

PYGMALION, loathing their lascivious life,
Abhorred all womankind, but most a wife;
So single chose to live, and shunned to wed,
Well pleased to want a consort of his bed*
Yet fearing idleness, the nurse of ill,                   5

In sculpture exercised his happy skill;
And carved in ivory such a maid, so fair,
As nature could not with his art compare,
Were she to work; but in her own defence,
Must take her pattern here, and copy hence.       10
Pleased with his idol, he commends, admires,
Adores; and last, the thing adored desires.